
Bios for Drones in Construction Panel-  

William Prettyman (Panelist)  
Owner | CEO of Studio Center  
 
William "Woody" Prettyman has over 30 years of experience in the 
advertising and marketing industry. He is not only Studio Center’s 
CEO, but acts as the day to day Account Director and Consultant for 
clients ranging from educational, healthcare, tourism, legal, real 
estate, architects, and retail. Under his stewardship, Studio Center 
has grown from a small voiceover outlet into a booming content and 
media company. Today, they provide a full slate of services including Audio and Video 
Production, Branding and Creative, Web Design and Development, Digital Marketing, 
Social Media Marketing and Media Strategy and Placement. 
 
A big believer in education and training, William maintains a robust intern program at 
Studio Center that has hosted hundreds of interns from all over the country. He also 
created Studio Center Gives Back, a philanthropic division of the company that provides 
services and support for non-profit organizations. 
 
William has an insatiable appetite for innovation, which is evident in Studio Center’s work! 
He has created, written, and produced thousands of successful Radio, TV, Digital, and 
Web Campaigns. He has won 15 TELLY Awards for Video Excellence (concepts and 
writing), 5 Mercury Awards for radio copywriting and has managed millions of dollars in 
paid search campaigns. He uses his diverse skill set and media connections to provide the 
best service possible for all Studio Center clients.  
 
William resides in Virginia Beach with his wife Stephanie, two children and three dogs. He 
enjoys all sports, movies, boating, fishing, and the beach. 

Zach Emerson, CM-BIM, MEB (Panelist)  

works as BIM Manager at MEB, with over 13 years of 
experience in the construction industry. His background 
spans preconstruction/estimating, project scheduling, 
BIM/VDC, and project management, giving him a 
comprehensive understanding of the project lifecycle. 
Zach specializes in BIM coordination for complex 
commercial projects, including detailed 
Architectural/Structural/MEP modeling and shop drawing 
production, drone photogrammetry, digital field layout, laser scanning, and 4D scheduling. 
A lifelong enthusiast for construction technology—dating back to drawing elevation views 
of his childhood home in MS Paint as a kid—he brings both technical expertise and creative 



passion to his work. He holds a BS in Mechanical Engineering Technology from Old 
Dominion University and is CM-BIM certified. 

Chad Bailey, Founder and Owner of SkyRaptor (Panelist)  

Chad Bailey is the founder and owner of SkyRaptor, an aerial 
drone photography and videography service provider. As a 
local native of Hampton Roads Virginia, he graduated from 
Newport News Shipbuilding’s Apprentice School in the 
maintenance electrical field and holds a Bachelor's degree 
and MBA from Saint Leo University. He is a licensed FAA Part 
107 drone pilot and a Certified Safety Professional (CSP).  

His business supports construction companies by monitoring 
site progress, creating orthomosaic sitemaps and 
highlighting their services by creating capability content. 
SkyRaptor has supported $680 million dollar construction projects spanning over 96 acres 
in size.  

Chad has a passion for supporting local businesses by capturing the essence of what they 
do and helping keep projects on time and on budget by providing reliable & safe operations 
from the ground & sky. 

Justin Jones, Systems Manager, VTC & UAV, W.M. Jordan (Panelist)  

I have lived in Hampton Roads for 42 years and am an alumnus of CNU. I 
have been working for W.M. Jordan since 2016 and have been managing 
the drone program since 2021. I hold a part 107 commercial drone pilots 
license and currently manage a group of 20 pilots.  

Jason Petrie, Safety Manager, Clancy & Theys (Moderator)  

Jason has accumulated over a decade of experience in spearheading 
safety programs. He has been an integral team member for the past five 
years, overseeing and directing our division’s safety initiatives. Before 
embarking upon a career within the construction sector, Jason gained 
experience in executive positions within corporate safety and security. 
Additionally, he served in capacities related to public safety, 
encompassing roles in law enforcement and the fire service. 
These prior roles contributed to establishing his foundational expertise 
and training in safety matters. After a noteworthy public safety career, 
Jason made the switch to the construction industry. Before joining our team, he served in safety 
capacities in commercial diving and heavy marine construction, and civil and environmental 
construction.  



As EH&S Manager, Jason is responsible for developing, formulating, and implementing 
projectspecific safety training programs. His duties encompass maintaining our incident reporting 
system, hands-on investigation of all safety and security-related incidents, and the subsequent 
oversight of corrective measure implementation. Additionally, he conducts periodic safety 
assessments and observations across all project sites to foster a continuous improvement cycle of 
hazard prevention, awareness, and abatement. Jason is also passionate about learning and 
continuously enrolls himself in training to help him stay up-to-date on the latest practices and 
regulations, which he uses to develop our team.  
 
Jason’s guiding principle, encapsulated in his maxim “Never stop making safe…SAFER!” stems 
from his profound conviction that everyone should return home safely at the end of every day. He 
enjoys using his insight and knowledge to improve our practices, generate positive change, and 
create a safe environment. 
 

 

 


