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CONGRATULATIONS TO GEO’S NEWEST PE PEDRO BENGOCHEA!
Purcellville, VA, January 5, 2018– GeoStructures is pleased to announce the newest PE at team GEO.
Pedro O. Bengochea recently passed his PE exam and offered to share some insight as well as what one
can expect going through the process.
Becoming a PE:
By: Pedro O. Bengochea, P.E.
The first step in the process of preparing for the PE exam is to be fully committed to studying and
remain positive that you will pass. Preparing for this exam was like having two full-time jobs. I studied
three hours after work on weekdays, and another twenty-plus hours during the weekends for four
consecutive months. I did not attend courses or online classes, which meant that I had to put extra
effort toward reading more books and gathering as much reference material as possible. I took my study
schedule very seriously, but also made sure to leave time for relaxing, so I destined Fridays for social
activities and hobbies. The months of studying were time consuming and stressful, but I was very
fortunate to receive a lot of support from my wife, friends, and coworkers.
The days after the exam were a mere torture while waiting for the results, which typically arrive 6 to 8
weeks later. All the effort and wait were worth it when I finally received my results and read that
beautiful “PASS”. Now I can call myself PEdro!
Below are a few tips for future exam takers:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Prepare an organized plan of attack.
Know all the steps of the pre-registration process.
Contact all your previous supervisors.
Organize all the application documents and mail them on time.
Prepare a realistic week-by-week study agenda and stick to it no matter what!
Be sure to have the support of your family and friends.
Find a studying area that is free of distractions.

8. Study by doing tons of workout problems and looking into the theory if you don’t understand
the problem or solution.
9. Prepare a binder with the most important problems for each topic of the exam.
10. Know how to navigate your reference material. You cannot waste time during the test!
11. Do not study until the last minute. The day prior to the exam just take a break and relax.

About GeoStructures
Established in 1995, GeoStructures consists of geotechnical and structural engineers who provide
marketing and design services in support of its sister company, GeoConstructors, which delivers
design/build construction services for ground improvement using Geopier Rammed Aggregate Pier® and
Rigid Inclusion Technology, Rapid Impact Compaction, Ductile Iron Piles, specialized Sound Walls and
Retaining Walls, and Slope Stability solutions. These technologies solve customers’ challenges for
controlling settlement of buildings, tanks and MSE Wall foundations, liquefaction mitigation, landslide
corrections (for shallow and deep seated slope failures), and grade separation.
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